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2. NILGIRI PIPIT ANTHUS NILGHIRIENSIS FEEDING IN FLOWING WATER 
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Nilgiri Pipit Anthus nilghiriensis is endemic to 
grasslands in the Western Ghats mountain range in south- 
western India (Alström and Mild 2003). 

All members of the Motacillidae family feed largely 
on small invertebrates. The wide, but long, and pointed bill 
of the pipits is perfectly adapted for picking prey from soft 
sand, among rocks and pebbles, and in short vegetation. A 
huge array of invertebrates is eaten by pipits. Insects 
predominate its diet, but a wide variety of other arthropods 
ranging from spiders, and other arachnids, to myriapods, 
worms, smal! terrestrial, freshwater or marine molluscs, and 
crustaceans are also consumed. Seeds and other vegetable 
material are eaten by many species of pipits (Simms 1992), 
but they form a small part of the diet. For many motacillids, 
there is stiil rather little information available on the diet other 
than the fact that small insects and other invertebrates are 
eaten (Tyler 2004). 

Pipits and wagtails are chiefly insect-eaters, flies 
especially adult Diptera are preferred. Beetles, grasshoppers 
and other ground-living insects, may also appear in pipit 
diets. 


While watching birds near Rajmalai shola, Eravikulam 
National Park, Kerala, on June 01, 2010, I noticed a Nilgiri 
Pipit feeding in a shallow flow of water over a sprawling 
granite rock. The clear water trickling down from the shola 
was barely 1-3 cm deep except for some scattered puddles. 
The bird was actively catching insects from the surface of 
the water. At times I observed it catching insects from deep 
puddles by immersing its whole head into water. I observed 
the pipit’s activity from 09:30 to 10:15 hrs without a break. A 
large number of the catch was mostly picked from the surface 
of the water. Obviously, it was capitalizing on abundant supply 
of prey in the flowing water. 

While most wagtails, and those pipits with long claws 
that favour wetland habitats, are known to wade in shallow 
water to pick aquatic invertebrates, the Nilgiri Pipit “forages 
on ground, in short grass” (Tyler 2004). 

Regarding its food and feeding habits, Ali and Ripley 
(1998) mention “insects and small seeds” as its food but do 
not describe foraging habits. Nevertheless, like most 
motacillids it appears to be catholic in its choice of insects 
and also opportunistic. 
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3. DISCOVERY OF A LARGE HERONRY AT CHHATA, NEAR MATHURA, 
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The Delhi region has several heronries (Urfi 1993) of 
which the most well-known are the ones located inside the 
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premises of the Delhi Zoo (Urfi 1997) and Sultanpur National 
Park (Urfi et al. 2007). In antiquity, other heronries, now 
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